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PERRIS 


Teen killed in accident 1 of 3 involving patrol cars 


Collisions with pedestrians also left 2 boys dead, 
others hurt Thursday in Southern California 


By Brian Rokos 
brokos@scng.com 
@Brian_Rokos on Twitter 


A 15-year-old Perris High 
school student killed Thursday 
night after a collision with a Riv- 
erside County Sheriff’s Depart- 
ment patrol car in Perris was one 
of three collisions between patrol 
cars and pedestrians in Southern 
California that night. 

On Friday, Perris High School 
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“It’s like the big elephant in the room, but I think we all just decided no. No, 
we're not going to talk about O.J. We’re not going to bring up his memory. 
We're not going to do anything. We all know how good he was, but we 
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mourned freshman Leticia 
Ramirez. 

“Tt is with a heavy heart I in- 
form you one of our Panther stu- 
dents, Leticia Ramirez, passed 
away last evening,” said Perris 
High Principal Juan Santos in a 
Facebook post. “The thoughts and 
prayers of the entire Perris High 
School community go out to her 
family. 

“Leticia was a freshman and 
had a bright future ahead of her. 


Grief counselors are on campus 
to help students, staff, and par- 
ents deal with this tragic loss,” 
Santos wrote. 

The Sheriff’s Department said 
Ramirez ran onto Perris Bou- 
levard and struck the side of a 
northbound patrol car, accord- 
ing to the preliminary results of 
the investigation. Ramirez died at 
a hospital. 

The California Highway Patrol 
is investigating the crash. 

The Sheriff's Department had 
told the CHP on Friday morning 
that Ramirez was believed to have 
been fleeing the scene of a theft 
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won’t even mention his name.” 
— Sid Smith, a USC sophomore offensive tackle in 1967 
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at a nearby Rite Aid when she ran 
across the road, information that 
began popping up on social media 
and the Perris High campus. But 
Friday evening, Riverside County 
sheriff’s Sgt. Chris Willison said, 
“We absolutely cannot confirm” 
the theft to be fact. 

The deputy was responding to 
a call in Perris about 8:40 p.m. 
that did not require him to turn 
on his emergency lights and siren, 
the Sheriff’s Department said. 

Deputy Armando Muñoz said 
the department did not have any 
requests for deputies at Rite Aid 
around that time. 
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USC’s O.J. Simpson races past UCLA defender Mark Gustafson during his 64-yard rush to a game-winning touchdown on 
Nov. 18, 1967. The Trojans won the national championship, but Simpson's breathtaking run is all but ignored. 


By Joey Kaufman 
jkaufman@scng.com @joeyrkaufman on Twitter 


Decades before he sat in a downtown Los 
Angeles courtroom, O.J. Simpson loomed in 
the backfield on a football field 6 miles away, 
his hands resting above grass-stained knee- 
pads. 

Simpson cast an imposing presence, a 
towering 6-foot-2 tailback with a sprinter’s 
smooth stride. As a late fall afternoon in 1967 
waned, he crouched in the backfield, steady- 
ing for another run. 

The Trojans trailed UCLA by six points. 
Ten minutes remained. Needing eight yards 
on third down, quarterback Toby Page called 
an audible and triggered one of the most ex- 
hilarating finishes the city — and quite pos- 
sibly the rest of the country — had ever seen 
from a football star. As Simpson took the 
handoff, he charged left for seven yards, then 
grabbed 57 more, zigzagging across the Col- 
iseum turf with his unique blend of grit and 
grace. More than 90,000 people stood in awe 
and roared when he reached the end zone. 


VINCE BUCCI —AP FILE PHOTO 
O.J. Simpson tries on the “bloody gloves” 
during his murder trial in June 1995. While he 
was acquitted, he later served time for armed 
robbery and kidnapping, 


author of several books on USC football who 
then was a reporter for the now defunct 
Santa Monica Evening Outlook. “I’ve seen a 
lot of football games, and that’s as big of a 
clutch run as I’ve ever seen.” 


Perris Superintendent Grant 
Bennett said Friday that Ramirez 
had transferred from Heritage 
High School in Menifee in Sep- 
tember. 

The district has brought in its 
crisis team, which includes extra 
counselors, for students and staff 
to talk with if needed. 

“Any time you lose somebody 
young like this in such a tragic 
way, it causes a shock wave across 
the campus and the district,” Ben- 
nett said. “We try to get people 
out in place to try to take care of 
our students to make sure they 
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UC chief 
under fire 
over audil 


meddling 


Report: Officials in 
Napolitano’s office told 
campuses to change 
state survey responses 


By Emily DeRuy 
ederuy@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com 


SAN FRANCISCO » At least one 
Sacramento lawmaker is calling 
on University of California Pres- 
ident Janet Napolitano to resign 
following a new report showing 
that top officials 
in her office inter- 
fered with a state 
audit last year. 

“From what 
I’ve seen, I re- 
ally do think it’s 
time for the UC 
system to make a 
break from Pres- 
ident Napolitano,” said state 
Assemblywoman Catharine 
Baker, R-Dublin, vice chair of 
the Higher Education Commit- 
tee. “She has not taken full re- 
sponsibility — and she has not 
been completely forthright 
with the committee.” 

But the board of regents that 
oversees the 10-campus system 
unanimously decided Thursday 
that Napolitano should remain 

AUDIT » PAGE7 


Napolitano 


Cadiz taking ‘a 
little pause’ from 
desert water plan; 
state to have say 


By Jim Steinberg 
jsteinberg@scng.com 
@JamesDSteinberg on Twitter 


LOS ANGELES » Fresh from gain- 
ing the long-sought federal ap- 
proval for its massive desert wa- 
ter project, Scott Slater, Cadiz 
president and CEO, said it’s time 
for the project to “slow down” a 
bit. 

“We are going to take a little 
pause ... and double our effort to 
allow people to understand this 
project,” Slater said. “We believe 
people should support an inno- 
vative project like ours. 

The Cadiz project involves 
pumping billions of gallons of 
water annually from an under- 
ground aquifer in a remote part 
of the Mojave Desert in San 
Bernardino County. The water 
would be piped to parts of Or- 
ange County and other locations, 
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